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Why do we plant ornamental plants?

Å To perform a function

Human Function 
Direct a view

Screening

Provide Shade

Slope Stabilization

Environmental Function
To restore an ecosystem

Å For the attraction of its aesthetic qualities



The first exotic ornamental plants that were brought to the ñNew Worldò were 

familiar plants from Europe.

Buxus sempervirens



Andre Michaux discovered many of our most attractive native plants in his exploration of 

the south and introduced them to Europe

Magnolia macrophylla Rhododendron catawbiense

Pinckneya pubens



What did Michaux introduce to American gardens?



The eastern US has only one area 

Why do we have so many plants from Asia in the Nursery trade?

Asia (China, Korea, and Japan) has the most similar climate and geography to the 

eastern US which results in the most exotic invasives.


