
Invasive Plants Incentive Program

November 2009

James Johnson

Staff Forester

Georgia Forestry 
Commission

Athens, GA



Invasive Plants in Georgiaé

Major invasive plants impacting 
ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΧ



Top Six Species* and FIA occurrence data:

Acres

1. Non-native Privet 3.5 million

2. Non-native Olive 178,000

3. Chinese Tallowtree 720,000

4. Non-native Rose 580,000

5. Japanese Climbing Fern 922,000

6. Cogongrass < 500*

* GFC estimate / opinion



Stimulus Grant ïMajor Components

ñCogongrass and Invasive Species Eradication in Georgiaò

$1,795,000 total

ÅPrivate landowner program ïtreatments

ÅGeorgia State Parks and Historic Sites ïtreatments

ÅUGA Warnell School ïeducation and survey / treatments

Å6 Foresters/technicians ïwithin GFC districts

Å1 Grant manager

ÅTravel

ÅCogongrass eradication



Invasive Plants Incentive Program ïcomputer info

Forms and rules can be 

found at:

http://www.gatrees.org/

OR

Contact your GFC forester

http://www.gatrees.org/


Invasive Plants Incentive Program - overview

VPrimary purpose ïjob creation

VSecondary purpose ïeliminate invasive plants to improve 

ecosystem health

VNot a cost-share program ïINCENTIVE PROGRAM

VTargets complete costs to accomplish the work

VPayments canôt exceed 100% of landowner costs

V2 treatments are ñrequiredò

V$250 / acre ïinitial treatment

V$150 / acre ïfollow-up treatment



Invasive Plants Incentive Program - funding

VLimited resource landowners receive priority

VAll others will chosen by random drawing

VRequests exceed $2 million ($750,000 budget)

V275 requests

VSign-up period ended October 31st

VAll requests must be field checked by GFC

VVerify species, acreage, prescription, deadlines

VEnter into computer system 

V$10,000 max per landowner (one time offer)

V3 acre minimum practice size, must own 10 acres of 

forest



Invasive Plants Incentive Program - Contract 

Landowner fills out top, and signs 

back page.  Forester signs also.



Invasive Plants Incentive Program ïlandowner role

1. Meet with GFC forester/technician to show the invasive species ï

verify species, and measure acreage

2. Discuss and plan treatment prescriptions

3. GFC will send follow-up correspondence outlining plan

4. GFC will notify you if you are selected (or not chosen)

5. Procure contractor (or plan for self treatment)

a) Contractor reporting obligations!

b) Let us know if you need help finding a contractor

6. Let GFC know when contractor plans to perform work ïwe can 

help supervise

7. Turn in bills, receipts, etc and notify GFC treatment is complete

8. Plan for follow-up evaluations, and treatment #2 (if needed)



Invasive Plants Incentive Program ïAdditional stuff

ÅIt is important the work be accomplished!

ÅReminder notices will be sent before performance 

deadlines

ÅGFC - offer help to line up contractors, supervise, and get 

the work done!

ÅGeorgia-based contractors

Åñself applicationsò ïOK

ÅAll records (landowner and GFC), and property where work 

was accomplished is subject to examination (State and Federal 

auditors)



Autumn Olive (Eleagnus umbellataThunb.)



Thorny Olive (Elaeagnuspungens)


